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Winter Vacation

Happy New Year! Did you all have a good
winter vacation? Mine was very relaxing,
thankfully. I originally hadn't planned to do
anything over break, but as it turned out I
went on a few fun mini adventures.

My friend from America is teaching English
in Korea - he's an ALT like me! His name is
Dan. I hadn't seen him in years, but he came
to Japan! He had never been here before, so I
organized a trip for us. We met up in Fukuoka
on Christmas, then the next day we traveled
to Hiroshima. Since we took a bus it took five
hours, but the view was very pretty. We stayed
at a nice Japanese-style hostel in Hiroshima, and since I'd
been there before, I got to act as a tour guide.

As we are both very interested in history, we went to
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. There were a lot
of people there. I think it's very good that so many people
are interested in learning about the past. I studied the his-
tory of World War II a lot in school, but to visit a museum
especially concerning the Japanese side of the war was very
interesting.

We ate a lot of interesting food in Hiroshima. For the first
time I tried oysters, fugu, and even whale! I also had Hiro-
shima-style okonomiyaki (though I think I like Osaka-style
better). The main purpose of the trip was to go to Miyajima.
Dan really wanted to see deer! I was excited to finally see It-
sukushima Shrine. I took so many pictures. My favorite part
of the island was Daisho-In Temple. If you get the chance I
hope you can visit Miyajima someday too. It's a really beautiful place.

Good luck with third semester - especially the middle school third graders, who
have their entrance exams!

=

Charlotte Delautre
Yy—OvbhFOL
ALT (B EEEBF)
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