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End of Second Semester

Somehow second semester is already almost
over. Do you have any plans for Winter Break ?
I'm thinking of going to Miyajima with a friend
of mine. He lives in Korea at the moment and
teaches English. He wants to come to Japan for
ﬁ, ' the first time, and hopefully I'll get to accom-
= . pany him. I've never been to Miyajima before.

I really want to try momiji manju - they look
Charlotte Delautre delicious !

Yp—Ovk5FOR Meanwhile second semester is winding down.
ALT (5} EISEHE BN E) The junior high school students have finished
their exams and can look forward to a bit of a
break. I got to give a presentation on Ameri-
can winter holidays to the second graders. We
talked about Christmas and how the celebra-
tions differ in America and Japan. It was cool to
talk to the students about how they celebrate

Christmas in Kumamoto.

At Nishi Elementary the students had their
Gakkushuu Happyouka: the other week. It was
really cool! AsI mentioned before, the sixth grad-
ers performed skits based on Urashimatarou
and Momotarou - all in English. I thought they
did a magnificent job. They all spoke English
quite well and also managed to tell the stories
in an interesting way. I always think the set pieces and costumes are incredible at
these events. The students and teachers in Kashima are so creative!

I love watching events like the Happyoukai because we don't really have them in
America. We do other types of performances at school, but the Happyoukai are re-
ally special. I like that the students have the opportunity to act and dance and work
together creatively on a regular basis.

Enjoy the rest of the semester, and have a Merry Christmas!
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