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Sports Festival

May 17 was Kashima Junior High School's
Sports Festival. Everyone has been very busy
practicing and preparing since the beginning
of the year. I was very excited to experience
a Sports Festival for the first time. Since we don't
have them in America I didn't know what to
expect, but I thought it was very interesting.

It was very hot on Sunday, but even so
everyone did their best. There were many
events. I especially liked the Fisherman's Dance.
I'd seen this dance once before when I was in
college, and I think it looks quite fun.
Otherwise I really liked watching the running

B competitions. It was nice to hear everyone's

teams and families cheering for them. Some
students are very, very fast!

While there is no Sports Festival in America,
! we have a similar event. We call it “Field
Day.” Toward the end of the school year,

* students have Field Day instead of classes.

E8U/I\OEFHRTI L—(ICHBLFELE

It's meant to be a fun day to celebrate the
end of classes. It's a little different than the

Japanese Sports Festival. Since it's on a weekday, parents don't come to watch. Instead
the students and teachers enjoy it together. There are races and relays, but otherwise

it's mostly games.

There was the Elementary School Sports Festival. I run in a race, so I was very
nervous because I'm really quite slow. But I did my best!
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