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Happy New Year!

The end of the year was quite busy, but winter
vacation was so much fun! My friend from America
named Cat came to Japan for the first time, and we
traveled a lot together. First I met her in Tokyo. We
stayed in Ueno and did lots of shopping and sightseeing.
We went to a cat cafe in Ikebukuro and a maid cafe in
Akihabara. Since we don’t really have either of these
things in America I thought it was a very interesting
experience. We also went shopping in Shibuya and
Harajuku. Harajuku and Yoyogi Koen are probably
my favorite places in Tokyo, so I was happy to show
them to my friend!

On New Year's Day we went to Meiji Jingu for
Hatsumode. It was my first time experiencing Japanese
New Year's as well, so I was very excited. Both Cat
and I bought Mamori at the shrine. We don’t have
traditions like buying mamori in America, SO0 we were
very interested to find out more about that.

After Tokyo, we went to Chiba to stay with my
friends from study abroad. It was so much fun to see
them again! We had lots of adventures and went to
karaoke. After Chiba, we said goodbye to my friends
and went to Kyoto. There we went to my favorite
shrine, Fushimi Inari Taisha. Since it was Oshougatsu,
there were lots of people there, but it was still very
beautiful. We got to try lots of food from the stalls and
see lots of people in traditional dress. We also went to
Yasaka Shrine in Gion and the Golden Pavilion. It was
my first time seeing the Golden Pavilion, and I thought
it was so beautiful and peacefull I'm glad I finally got
to see it.

Charlotte Delautre
Yvy—0Owvh-FOKMY
ALT (SVEFEIREBRIF)

REOEHEFT

After all that traveling Cat and I came back to Kumamoto, and I got to show her around my new
home. We went to Kumamoto Castle and went shopping on Shimotori and Kamitori. We also ate ba
sashi, and I actually thought it was quite delicious even though I don’t usually eat meat! I even got
to take Cat to Nishi Elementary School. She was very happy to meet my students! Soon she has to
return to America, but she’s really enjoyed her time in Japan. As for me, I love traveling and was
very happy to see my old friends in Chiba, but I'm glad to be back in Kashima. I hope you all have

a happy new year!
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