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Alys Turner
TYR9—F -
ALT (AEFEESEIF)

Lion Dance Festival!

Last year I missed the chance to see the Lion Dance
festival in Kashima. This year some of my students told me
they were participating in it and I was looking forward to
going and seeing them there.

When they heard I was going, my friends; Rob, an ALT
from Kikuyo and his wife, Jessica, asked if they could join
me. They love Japanese festivals! Of course I said yes. I had
never been to Rokka Shrine before and it was very dark on
the narrow roads. [ was worried we would get lost in
Kashima! Luckily we could hear the Taiko drums andit
wasn't hard to find.

The festival was busier than I expected. The shrine looked
beautiful decorated with lanterns and the lion dance was
really cool. Lots of my students were there, playing Taiko,
dancing, and having a good time. It was great to talk to
them and introduce them to Rob and Jessica. I was so
happy that my students tried hard to speak to them in

Englishand asked them a lot of questions.

For the climax of the festival I couldn't believe that the lions had to climb so high. As they

went higher, the ladder swayed and I felt nervous just watching. I was glad that I didn't have to

do it! I don't think we could have a similar festival in the UK. As the flowers were dropped into

the audience, competition was fierce so I just to watched. Jessica tried to catch one and she did-

how lucky! She said she is going to take it back to America with her. What a great festival.
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