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Sporty season

After weeks of preparation and hard work from all
the students and teachers, it was finally time for the real
thing. Sports day! Well done everyone! Unfortunately,
at Junior high school, it was raining and I was a little
disappointed for the students as some events were
cancelled. Nevertheless everyone put in 100% effort and
it was success. I joined in with the country dance —1
never thought I'd be dancing in the rain with my
students! It was funny.

At elementary school, we had good weather and I
spend most of the day cheering on the students from
under a nice shady tent. I wanted to take part, so I
was so happy to be asked to run in the teachers
relay. It was a close race but our best efforts were
not enough to beat the youthful energy of the 6™
graders! Maybe next year!

I also went to a sports event in Kumamoto recently;
the Aso Caldera super marathon! It's called “super”
because the courses are 50km and 100km! This time
I wasn't running, just watching and cheering made
me feel tired! I woke up at half 4 and we made our
way to Aso. We spent the day stopping off at vari-
ous check points to cheer on our friends and strang-
ers. I think some people were a little surprised to see
me shouting “ganbarre” and “figh-to” but hopefully
it encouraged them anyway!

At the finish line I recognised some people from along the way. In particular a man
dressed as a crab stood out. When we yelled “CRAB! COME ON!” he started running the
wrong way on purpose!! Silly crab. Most people had been running for at least 10 hours, it
was such an amazing achievement. It's really inspired me to train harder too. So, will I par-
ticipate in next years Aso Caldera race? I don't think so!
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