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Living
in
Kashima

Shanade James
(M B PxM4ARX)

ALT's and local children playing soccor in the park (photograph courtesy of
Jennifer Miller) AFITYH v 71 —% L CWAALT/ZH EHLOTHE72E (D
=77 =37 —OIFEICL 2T H)
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2011Tohoku Earthquake

As you are aware, north eastern Japan was hit by a
huge 9.0 magnitude earthquake on March 11" and a
massive tsunami followed. The tsunami destroyed whole
villages along the coastlines in Iwate, Fukushima and
Miyagi. At the time of writing the number of deaths is
bout 9000, with thousands more people injured or miss-
ing. This natural disaster and the resulting nuclear reac-
tor crisis has put Japan in its most weakened state in
recent times.

When I saw the news footage of the tsunami damage
I was very very upset. People that had survived were
hurt lost and confused. I really wanted to help these
people in some way. So did many of my other ALT
friends. So the weekend after the disaster, the ALT's in
Kumamoto organised a charity day.

A sponsored soccer tournament was organised and
played in Kumamoto city by the ALT's and some of the
local community got involved too. Then in the evening,
we played card games and other team games to raise
money. It was a good day. We raised over 200,000 yen
to help the people in the disaster areas. I think that
many of us will continue to donate to help those in
need. I hope that everyone that reads this does the
same.
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