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Naked Man Festival

Happy New Year everyone!

As I didn't have a Japanese New Year this year, I decided I
wanted to do something cutural as I could, so I went to the
Matobakai festival in Nagasu with my friend. I was very excited
to go because I had wanted to go last year and was not able to.
Also, this year some of my ALT male friends were participating
so I was looking forward to seeing them in the festival.

My friend and I arrived at Nagasu and watcted the taiko per-
formance. It was interesting because I knew one of the routines!
Then we saw some of the men getting ready foe the
processsion. It was exceptionally cold and so they were huddled
by a fire. More and more men gathered and then I saw my
friends. They looked so cold! The procession started and then all
the men just pushed and pushed together into a pile. Some men
fought their way to the top and were being carried by the other
men. Then some other men started throwing buckets of water
over them! I could not believe my eyes. I had never seen any-
thing like this festival before!

They pushed their way around the shrine for some time and
then eventually started making their way down to the sea.
Another thing that surprised me was that no-one was wearing
any kind of footwear! A while later, the group of men made it
to the sea. They entered the water and started shouting and
cheering! When they got of the water, I saw that some had cuts
and bruises and my friends looked frozen!! But they said they
had a good time and it was all very fun to watch.

I would love to go to a festival like this again!
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