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Jigokumeguri

Many people I know went to Sapporo recently for the Snow
Festival but I chose to stay closer to home in Kyushu! This
month [ finally got to visit Beppu! I've heard so much about the
famous hot springs there and I've been meaning to go for a
while now. My friend, an ALT from New Zealand, and I took a
road trip together. When we first arrived we went to Monkey
mountain where there were over 1000 monkeys! They looked
cute but we were careful not to look at any directly in the eyes!

The next day we took the 'hell tour' or 'jigokumeguri'. I have
never seen anything like them before and even though I knew
they were all nearly boiling hot they looked so inviting! My
favourite was Umi-jigoku because there was a foot onsen which
had lemons floating in it. We also tried onsen eggs which were
amazing! The albumen was brown and they had a sulphury
smell but they tasted good.

My friend bought 10 to take home! I also tried some pomelo
sweets but I can't say that I liked them very much. Afterwards
we ate Dangojiru soup for lunch.

My only regret is that I didn't try the mud onsen. Apparently
they are rare, even in Japan.

Unfortunately it was mixed sex onlyand I wasn't brave
enough to try this time. Next time I definitely will though!
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