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Thank you Kashima. Goodbye Kashima.

My last day as the ALT in Kashima town has finally arrived and
it's time to say goodbye to the place | have lived in for the last three
years. | can't believe that three years have passed so quickly! Yet
when I think back to when I first arrived and I was being greeted at
Kumamoto airport, it feels like a lifetime ago. I remember thinking
how different Kashima looked to anywhere I had been before. The
soybeans were growing and it was so green! Over time, this place has
become my home and everything feels so familiar.

I've really enjoyed living here. I enjoyed teaching the bright stu-
dents of this town. I loved seeing the older people and them giving
me sweets or saying hello to me. I lovedit when people commented on
my articles for the newspaper. I enjoyed being a member of Kashima
Daiko. I shall be really sad to say goodbye and leave here at the end
of July because I will miss these things and this place so much.

Thank you to all the wonderful people that made me feel so
welcome here. Thank you to all the kind people who helped me when
| 1 seemed to need help and those that were friendly to me on the
| street or in the supermarket. Thank you to all of my excellent schools
that 1T have taught at for the last three years. The students always
worked hard at English and made me laugh with their interesting
ways.

Kashima has changed so much physically since I have been here. So
many houses have been built, people have come and gone, but the

. spirit of Kashima remains the same-kind, bright, welcoming. Living
~ 7} here has had such a positive influence on the person I am, and the
| spirit of Kashima has become part of me. I will take this back to
England in my heart. I don't know what my future will be like, but
I hope I can come back to Kashima again. Thank you and goodbye.

Kashima

Shanade James
(v P1—AX)

One of my last times at Kashima East Elementary
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