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Z/ W@% Ganbaru Nippon
March 11th marked the one year anniversary of the

Tohoku Earthquake that triggered a deadly tsunami and a
nuclear disaster. Thousands of peole tragically lost their

Em lives and even now there is still a big clean up operation
ongoing in most of north eastern Japan.

° Around this time, I received many messages from friends
@S EW and family at home and elsewhere who wanted to tell me
that their thoughts were with Japan. It was comforting to

know that people in other parts of the world were thinking
Shanade James about Japan at this unfortunate time, and that they were
(:/.\7*4 |~ ’/14 AZ) praying for the well-being of those who had been affected
e = . by the triple disaster.
: On the anniversary day itself, I was in Minamata with
friends. At 2:46pm, a siren sounded to signal the time that
the earthquake had hit last year. We observed the one min-
# ute silence, and took some time to reflect on the awful
events and how Japan as a nation has been coping since. It
was a sombre moment.

Even now, after the anniversary, I still think about the
great loss my host country has suffered and how the road
to recovery will be a long and difficult one. However, I am
| very hopeful for Japan's recovery and I greatly admire the
optimism, strength and resilience of the Japanese people in

A plcture of the cherry blossom in the Tohokil area i i
last vear. Cherry blosSom growing in quch adverse the face of adversity. Ganbaru Nippon.
conditions could be seen as a sign of ho
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