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I Seto Inland Sea

Hello everyone! How are you?

I recently went to Okayama Prefecture and the
Seto Inland Sea. It was fun and I got to see some
new areas of Japan. I was struck by the differ-
ent environments in Kyushu and the Seto In-
land Sea. By the Inland Sea, there are pines and
sandstone everywhere. It reminds me of my
home; there are many buildings of red sandstone
and pine forests full of red squirrels near Liver-
pool. I also think the architecture in this area is
interesting. I liked the contrast between old and
new.

There is a castle across from a famous garden in
Okayama City. Because it is black, it is some-
times called Ujo (Crow Castle). The garden is
called Korakuen (Little Paradise). It is ranked
as one of the three best landscape gardens in
Japan. Both castle and garden are in a tradition-
al style, having been first constructed in the Edo
period.

On the other hand, there are many modern
buildings on Naoshima in the Inland Sea. The
architect Tadao Ando built several buildings
there. He often uses simple shapes and concrete
in his work. I think the dense material and the
shadows within create a peaceful atmosphere.
Ando is also famous abroad - I have seen his
buildings in Chicago too!

Until next time!
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