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Hello, I hope you are welll

I went to a number of places during winter
vacation this year. One of my favourites was
Nara. Even though it's a city, it's still quiet,
and very natural too. I enjoyed making
friends with the deer.

But the temples were even more impressive
than the deer! The Big Buddha (Daibutsu) in
Todaiji was incredible. The sprawling com-
plex of Kofukuji was also amazing. I found
the mixture of various buildings - temples,
pagodas, and a palace - very interesting.

I think there are different attitudes to reli-
gion in the UK and Japan. Christianity is the
most popular religion in the UK. Large and
stately churches were usually built in cities.
In Japan, temples and shrines were built to
fit the landscape in beautiful natural loca-
tions. In the middle Ages, churches were a
symbol of power. Perhaps unlike Japanese
Buddhism, the leadership of the church in
Europe was almost as powerful as a king. Of-
ten kings argued or fought with the church.

Also, in Japan, you can be both Shinto and
Buddhist at the same time. There are many
religions in Europe, but following multiple re-
ligions is unusual. However, I like the Japa-
nese attitude more, I think.

I want to continue learning about Japanese
religion. During spring vacation, I hope to see
the shrines and temples in Kyoto.

See you soon!
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