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Mcllvride Madeline Marie
NEESEEHFE (ALT)

IWakuWaku and KiraKira!

It's now December. Winter has officially begun.
I love December, as it is my favourite month.
December is my favourite month because of
Christmas on December 25%. As well as my
birthday, which is on December 28" I'm also
excited for the colder weather. The cold
reminds me of Canada. I'm hoping to see snow
this year!

I've had a rather exciting month. The final
WakuWaku English Camp of the year was on
November 16%". Several Kashima Junior High
School students attended. I'm glad students
from Kashima are passionate about learning
English. They 're very dedicated and motivated.
Then, on November 234, I went on a Night
Hiking experience at Mount Aso with several
other ALTs. It was amazing! The tour guides
showed us several constellations including the
Milky Way and Andromeda Galaxy in the
distance. I saw two shooting stars. I love the
mountains in Japan, and how clear the night
skies are. They are very shiny, or as I learned
they are very KiraKira

SDC was on November 28" and November
29®, SDC is a conference in Kumamoto City
dedicated to helping ALTs teach English. It
was a very motivating experience. I hope to
continue being a good teacher to the students
in Kashima.

Very recently, on December 7", I did a tour of
Yamato Town. This tour was offered through
the travel agency in Kumamoto City to help
make the experience easier for foreigners. I
really enjoyed the tour of Yamato Town. The
tour guides were excellent, and we got to
experience many things. The tour began with
a visit to Heitate Shrine! The priest explained
the history of Heitate Shrine to us. Next, we
went to Soyokaze Park and were taught how
to make chopsticks from bamboo. I made my
own bamboo chopstick set! In the afternoon
we went to the Tsujun Aqueduct as well as to
Tsujun Brewery to sample sake. It was an
amazing time. I'm glad I got to experience it.
I'm excited for the holidays up ahead. Until
next monthl!
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