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See you, Kashima!

Although it was "Marine Day" the other day, I used the
long weekend to climb a mountain. As for the mountain
I climbed, it was one that I had wanted to climb at
least once in my life the tallest peak in Japan, Mt. Fuji.
At the summit, I took a photo of myself wearing the
Kashima Town t-shirt that was presented to me by the
mayor when I first arrived here two years ago. Also, 1
have been assaulted by intense muscle pain I have never
experienced before!

Last week at Kashima Kindergarten, I played with the
youngest class, * Tanpopo* (dandelion) for the first time
this year. In the hot and humid weather, we got to go
into the large pool and I had a lot of fun. Although it was
my first time to visit that class, once we had left the pool,
we moved to the gymnasium and the kindergarten held
a farewell party for me. I felt a lump in my throat as I
danced alongside the kids for the final time.

I will never forget how I was taken in by the people of
this town, when I arrived in Japan in the August shortly
after the Kumamoto earthquakes. I love Kashima, the
town that look care of me through good times and bad,
while I lived on my own for the first time right in the middle
of Kyushu. After having admired this country from far
away for so long, I think that I am now able to call this
town my own hometown in Japan.

Even once I am gone, I will always feel connected to

this place. See you, Kashimal
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