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) School Entrance Ceremonies )

The other day while talking to my mother by video
call, I mentioned that I would probably have to wear a
suit many times this week. My mother then asked me
why. When I went on to explain that there were school
opening Ceremonies, she looked confused and asked me,
"What is that?" It being my second year here in Kashima,
I found it difficult to explain.

Staff Inauguration Ceremony, School and Kindergarten
Entrance Ceremonies, Start of Term Ceremony, Start of
Class Activities, Welcome Excursions, as well as social
events outside of school such as New Years Parties and
Welcome Parties, I am amazed how many of these events
are simply not observed in Canada.

During this most recent School Entrance Ceremony, I
recalled the time when I became a high school student,
going to school alone early in the morning, roaming the
corridors of a big school while being a bother to the other
classes, trying to find my classroom.

Surely a School Entrance Ceremony is an event where
existing students can welcome new students to the school,
and where those new entrants can assume the feeling of
having become a pupil, growing together alongside their
peers. Japanese students must feel very reassured by having

this kind of support around them.

To the new students of Kashima, congratulations on your successful entrance! I will do my very best

in our coming English classes together. Good luck, and I look forward to working with you from now

on! Please treat me welll
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