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Summer Holiday, s#:#f | Second Term, i !

To the people of Kashima Town-Ni hdol The
summer holidays have ended, and the second term has
started at school. I want to share with you some of
my memories of the last half of the summer holiday.

Over the summer holidays, I held a three-day Chinese
language course. I introduced the four tones of Chinese,
as well as basic phrases, and made traditional Chinese
character paper cutouts.

When I was growing up in Canada, we took "cross
cultural co-existence" for granted. Since there were
so many people with heritage from places like China,
Korea and Japan, I felt very close to Asia despite the
physical distance. As a result, I felt that even in a
Chinese course, it was an opportunity to discuss the
situation and culture of Canada. Although it was only
a short period of time, I made good memories together
with the grade 6 students.

Some days later, I was given another opportunity to
experience traditional Japanese culture. A colleague of
mine at the Board of Education invited me to write a large
scroll of Japanese calligraphy. She also introduced me to
a famous Japanese poem which I related to very strongly,
and I tried my best to write it.

Until now, I have been studying conversational Japanese

grammar and vocabulary, and I realised that I had no knowledge at all of Japanese literature or poetry.
I had a summer holiday filled with meaningful cross-cultural exchanges. I really want to know more,

so if you have a chance, please let me know your favourite Japanese poem.

Until next time, Zaijian!
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