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Happy Summer !

Hello! It's Lily! Thank you so much for one amazing
year. As of this month, it's my second year here. I look
forward to being here for one more year.

Last year, I had just come to Japan, and I didn't realise
that there was a festival here in Kashima, and I went to
the Hinokuni Festival in Kumamoto City. As a result, I
spent the entire year looking forward to Kashima's
Mizunosato Festival. Looking up close at beautiful fireworks
while drinking beer brewed in Kashima, I wasn't dissapointed
by the festival. I was able to meet students wearing yukata
and jinbei, and had a happy evening.

After the festival I had the opportunity to do an English
Classroom at Kashima's community center. For 3 days in
a row, I played many games,talked to my mother by video
chat, and talked about some traditional Canadian culture
together with Kashima's grade 6 students. The students
really worked hard.

By the way, Kumamoto is hot! How do you guys cope
with the summer heat? I heard from a friend living in
Kashima that most families in Japan own a shaved ice maker.
After hearing that I was very surprised. I imagine that
you generally just eat shaved ice, but have you ever heard
of Canadian Maple Taffy?

Maple Taffy is a candy made from maple syrup which hardens when poured onto cold snow. In Canada,
maple syrup is collected in February. Syrup producers use the snow around them to make the candy,
by how about making it with shaved ice? If you heat up the maple syrup in a pot to 113°C, and then
pour it over some shaved ice, it will harden instantly. Roll it up with a popsicle stick or disposable

chopstick and your taffy is ready | Please try to make it at home | Well then, see you !
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