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A Sticky Situation !

I recently tried taking the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test. Although I don't know the results yet, I felt good after
taking the exam. I went home feeling confident in the
progress I had seen from one year living in Japan.

I took the test on a Sunday, and the next day, I was
allowed to participate in the kindergarten's rice planting
day. It was there that I had a terrifying and fun language
learning experience.

In the oppressive Kumamoto summer heat, I headed
off to the rice field with the kids in the Tampopo class.

[Tt's dripping off your face like"botabota* | , said a mother in
the crowd. I turned around in surprise, but figured that
"botabota®' must refer to the amount of sweat.

It was my first time planting rice, so I felt quite nervous.

[ The mud is nurunuru! | a child exclaimed as he plunged
into the mud. I wondered what "nurunuru" meant, but I
found out as soon as I stepped into the rice field with my
bare feet.

The farmer supervising us announced [I will explain
now how to plant the rice.| [Please take the 'ine no nae'
and plant it like this. |

I felt a pang of confusion and didn't know what he meant,
but I quickly realised that he was referring to the rice
seedling and I enjoyed a wonderful morning of rice
planting.

[ Please come to the "inekari"]
[ How was it? Was your blood sucked by the "hiru"?

Over the course of that day, I heard Japanese words
that I had never seen at all in my studies for the test, and
my head was spinning. By planting rice, I learned the importance of learning words through experiences.

I have a message for students in Kashima learning English. Please go abroad on exchanges or homestay.
I believe it has incomparable value. I have had the opportunity to do many things here in Japan, and I
feel very fulfilled. To everyone at Kashima Kindergarten, and the farmers who helped us - Thank you.
I am looking forward to "inekari". I hope we have a plentiful and delicious harvestQ

McDermott Lily Cynthia
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