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Why do you like Japan?

It's been almost one year since I started living in Japan.
Having said that, I was still surprised at how many
school events there were this term. In May, I attended
Kashima West Elementary's Sports Day, and there I
thought of another reason I like Japan.

When I am asked why I like Japan, the reason I often
give is that Japan is a beautiful country with delicious
food. But when I talk to people, I always want to go
deeper than that. However, I don't want to take up
people's time, and I am also still not very good at impromptu
conversation. I want to tell you a reason that is a little bit
closer to my heart here.

Canada is a lovely country. However, every country
has its bad points. I grew up in a suburb not far from
downtown Toronto. Although it is a city, there is surprisingly
not a lot to do. As a result, many teenagers often fool
around with alcohol. In fact, I have close friends and family
members who whiled away their hours doing just that.

Going to Kashima's schools, I saw that teachers not only
teach lessons, but also plan school events, club activities,
cleaning, coordinate morning greetings, give advice to

. students, do family visits and even pursue research in their

own fields. I thought this was very strange, and at first I
was even inclined to be critical of it.

What I realized during Sports Day was that the lifestyles
of the young people of Kashima are quite different from
those of Canada. In Canada, it is unthinkable to go to
school on a weekend. However in Japan, though clubs
and events you can find an environment where all students,

regardless of socioeconomic background can participate equally. In that environment, the students of
Kashima are happy and active, and I think it is really amazing.

I really love that Japan is a country that can do this. I wholeheartedly support Kashima's teachers,
who are allowing children to enjoy their childhood and at the same time shaping them into responsible

adults. You are really doing amazing work. Please keep on fighting for all of us !
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