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N ) My Friends Come to Kashima! )

Last month, my close friend from high school came to visit
me from Canada. Cassandra and her younger brother Ross
stayed with me over the last week of April During Golden
Week, we travelled all over Japan together. During their
stay here, we were able to visit Kurokawa Onsen, Osaka,
Kyoto and Okinawa.

Having lived in Kashima alone for ten months, I haven't felt
like making breakfast for myself. So when my friends arrived
in Japan, I decided to try making Japanese breakfasts. With
warm “Hinohikari "rice, we had miso soup with “nankanage”,
seasoned nori from the Ariake Sea, “aji no mirinboshi”, and
“takanazuke”.

Although I wanted to show Kashima to them myself, I was
working at school during the week. I decided to let them
explore Kashima on their own. In addition to visiting many
shops and restaurants, they also visited Ukishima Jinja and
walked around the large, beautiful paddy fields which carpet
Kashima. Coming from Canada which has long, harsh winters,
and seeing a field full of wheat in April was quite unusual for
them.

My friends can't speak Japanese, so at first we were very
worried. However, it turned out to be no problem. Whenever
they went shopping, the workers they encountered tried to

communicate in English, if they looked troubled. When I heard this, I was happy, and I felt more motivated to

keep doing what I can to help with English education in Kashima.

I want to thank the people of Kashima for being so accommodating to my friends from Canada. Thank you

very much!
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