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) Kindergarten Concert )

Over the course of several weeks, I visited the local
kindergarten regularly to assist with rehearsal of the
English program. Children of all age groups sang the
classic “Twinkle-Twinkle Little Star,” and we also
performed Pico Taro’s recent hit song, “PPAP.

Many of the children had parents and older siblings
come to the performance. Although I only played a small
part in the performance, many noticed and remembered
me. Whenever a parent or a child tells me they remembered
my contribution to the performance, it really makes me
feel welcomed here in Kashima.

A few days after the kindergarden’s performances, I
briefly visited the Kindergarten after hours. When I entered,
I saw several of the kindergarten teachers working at
full force to create an elaborate display of Hina dolls for
the upcoming Girls’ Festival. I had heard about Girls Day
before, but to me, it was one of the more perplexing
festivals to understand.

Why would people display elaborate and expensive dolls,
sit in front of them and drink tea? What exactly was the
point?

I explained my confusion to one of the kindergarten
staff, and one of them told me something quite interesting.
Japan, it is said, is a country that is very gentle and kind
to children, and Hina Matsuri is one way to express love
and pray for the well-being of young girls.

Many of my happiest childhood memories were made when I was able to sing songs and dance for
my family during school performances. By watching and supporting me, my parents were also
expressing their love and praying for my well being. Love for children, no matter what form it takes,

really does know no borders.
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