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McDermott Lily Cynthia
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Y Christmas Surprise 5%

From December 23 to January 2nd, I had the opportunity
to return to my family home in Toronto. Having been in
Kashima since last August, I sometimes missed my family
and foods I was familiar with, and decided to make use of
the winter holiday to go back. I hadn't originally planned
on going, so I decided to try surprising my family.

Firstly, I needed to buy souvenirs. In Canada, Christmas
is a bit of a stressful event where presents are not only
given to children, but also colleagues and friends and family
members of all ages. I bought Japanese souvenirs in
large quantities, from Umakacchan (a famous brand of
instant noodles in Kyushu), Mentaiko - flavoured nori

R L e L R e e L L e e " seaweed, adhesive pocket warmers and small decorative

v (A AAABS—SENANCN

12A23H”»51H2HZET,

kagami-mochi.

Finally the day came for me to return, and after enduring a
14 hour flight through Washington DC to Toronto, my friend
came to welcome me at the airport. Then, I went to my mother's
house and surprised her.

After spending some time with my mother that evening, I
decided to visit my grandmother. When I arrived, my
grandmother stared at me and asked calmly “Did they let you
g0?" “No, Merry Christmas, Granny!” I said smiling, and I let
myself into the house, took out some Japanese dried potatoes
from my bag of souvenirs, went to the kitchen, fried them gently
on the stove, and ate together with her in silence.

Although after no time at all I was back in Kashima, I was
able to celebrate Christmas there, eat turkey with family, brave
the —20C cold, and, actually I am left feeling quite refreshed
and happy. I hope that everyone will kindly look after me again,
as I spend one more year here in Kashima.
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