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Second Semester Resolutions

It's been 6 weeks since I moved to Kashima, and the second
semester is well underway. In that short time, I have visited
many places in Kumamoto. I briefly left Kashima for a
one night stay in Ashikita, and I felt homesick -- not for
Canada, but for Kashima! The moment that I crossed the
Kasegawa back into Kashima, I was so surprised to feel
a wave of relief wash over me. Most recently watching a
performance by the group ‘-Bukyo- ODORU WA DAIKO’
at the Kumamoto Prefectural Theatre.

Last week, I visited Kashima' s kindergarten for the first
time, and I introduced myself to the children. I showed
them a video of my grandmother exercising. I made the
recording before leaving Canada so that the students in
Kashima town could have the opportunity to see her.

Most of my days are now spent at Kashima Junior High
School. Junior High School is an important time in one’s
life, filled with emotions, exams and struggles in building
friendships. Students are at a vulnerable stage where
they may quickly lose interest in learning a foreign language.
My main goal is to try to give students an incentive to speak
English outside of class. One of my strategies for encouraging

students to speak English with me has been the introduction of the "Canada Card" system. The "Canada
Card" is a small card I made for each student and distributed at the beginning of the second semester,
on which the students can receive stamps for approaching me and asking me a question in English. If

a student accumulate 10 stamps, he or she will receive a special prize from Canada. The next time you

see a Kashima Junior High School student, please ask them how many stamps they havel
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