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[l My Adventure in Kashima Begins!

Hello everyone! Bonjour tout le monde! My name is
Lily McDermott, and I come from Toronto in Canada.
; Did you know that both English and French are the
i official languages of Canada?

I want to tell you briefly about what some of the things
I thought before I arrived in Kashima. In May of this
year, I received notification that I would be working in
Kashima. At the time, scarcely a month had passed
since the Kumamoto earthquakes. In Toronto, there are
almost never any earthquakes, and my family was very
concerned about me. Is my apartment damaged? Are the
children of Kashima OK? I was concerned about a lot of
things too.

My professor back home in Canada, Norio Ota, gave
me much encouragement, and I resolved again that I
would go to Japan. Since coming here, I have been very
well taken care of by people working hard at the Board
of Education. As a result, I have been able to start my life
here in Kashima smoothly. I even had the opportunity to
meet the mayor of Kashima town, danced Otemo yan
Soodori at Hinokuni festival as part of the Prefectural
Office team and got to take a picture with Kumamon
himself. My first week here was absolutely wonderful.

I am really happy to be living here in Kashima now.
While I am here, I want to do anything that I can to help
the people of Kashima town. If you ever see me walking
around in the the town, please do not hesitate to call out
to me! From now on, yoroshiku onegaishimasu!
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